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wing-coverts and extend beyond the primaries, not to speak of 
other differences, are, in my opinion, sufficient to distinguish it. 

So much for Semioptera wallacii. Ic must have been with 
much regret that Mr. Wallace left Batchian without obtaining 
the second and finer species of the form which is said to exist 
there. Mr. Wallace’s notes on the habits and living appearance 
of this singular bird are not yet arrived. They may probably 
guide us to some more certain conclusion as to its natural affi- 
nities. In the mean time those who wish to become better 
acquainted with its strange appearance, and to form their own 
judgment on the subject, have only to pay a visit to the British 
Museum. There, in the Bird-gallery, they will find two nicely- 
prepared square glass cases, in which a complete series of each 
of the Paradise-birds * obtained by Mr. Wallace is beautifully 
mounted and arranged. 


V.—Contributions to the Ornithology of Guatemala, By OsBERT 
SALVIN and PHILIP LUTLEY SCLATER. 


(Plate ITI.) 


(Mr. Ospert Saxvin’s first collection of birds from Guatemala 
having arrived, 1 have carefully examined them, and to the 
best of my ability determined the species. I now give a list of 
such of them as were not mentioned in our joint article on the 
Ornithology of Central America in last year’s volume, together 
with the whole of Salvin’s notes, whether relating to these birds 
or to others included in our first catalogue. 

I have also taken this opportunity to insert in their proper 
places several birds well ascertained to inhabit Guatemala which 
were not mentioned in the former list. The total addition thus 
made to the number of the birds of Central America amounts to 
35 species. 

It will be understood that the whole of the ficld-notes in this 
article are from Salvin’s pen, while I am responsible for the 


* The Great Paradise-bird (Paradisea apoda) from the Ard Islands; the 
Lesser (P. pupuana) from Havre Dorey, New Guinea; and the King 
(Cicinnurus regius) from the Art Islands. 
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determination of the species and remarks on the nomenclature 


and geographical distribution.—P.L.S. | 


Fam. TURDID.E. 
l. Turdus rufitorques, Hartl., sp. 4*. 


Dueñas. Proceeding from Dueñas towards Alotenango, this 
Thrash is common, but on the northern side of the road from 
Ciudad Vieja to Dueñas I have never once seen it. This seems 
strange, as it may be met with abundantly, almost within shot 
of the road, on the southern side. 


2. Catharus melpomene (Cab.), sp. 7. 

Ducñas, July 23. Though hardly so sweet as that of the Robin 
of Europe (Erythacus rubecula), the notes of this bird bear no 
faint resemblance to those of our familiar songster. Towards 
evening it may frequentiy be heard im the wooded spots near 
Dueñas; but, owing to its shy habits and the thickness of the 
underwood to which it resorts, it is seldom seen. The eyes, bill, 
and eyelids of this bird are of an orange hue tending towards 
vermilion. 


3. Melanotis hypoleucus, Hartl., sp. 12. 

Coban and Dueñas. A young bird (obtained Juiy 23rd) in 
nestling plumage; is of a uniform dull blackish, with the white 
feathers beginning to develope themselves on the breast and 
belly.—P. L. S. 

Fam. SYLVIIDÆ. 


4. Sialia wilsoni (Sw.), sp. 14. 
Coban aud Dueñas. “ Resident all the year at Dueñas.” — 


0S: 
Fam. TROGLODYTIDÆ. 


5. CAMPYLORHYNCUS ZONATUS (Less.): Cent. Zool. p. 70. 

Ducñas, July 18th. This bird is not found quite so low 
down as Ducñas; but on ascending a short distance, it is com- 
mon. [Ít is always found in companies of eight or ten, or even 
more, frequenting the upper parts of the forest. Its ery is loud 


* These numbers refer to those of the article in vol. i. of ‘ The Ibis.’ 
The names of the species now added to the list are printed in capitals. 


30 Messrs. Salvin and Sclater 


and incessant, but partakes little of the character of that of a 
Wren. In its flight indeed it shows some affinity to these birds, 
but hardly in any other respect. A nest of this species, to which 
I ascended, was composed chiefly of dried vegetable matter, 
including dried flowers. It was a large loose structure, about 
fifteen inches in depth and twelve in diameter, placed in a fork 
of one of the upper branches of a tree, and had a side entrance 
near the top. It contained neither eggs nor young; but before 
ascending I saw one of the birds pass in and out several times. 
—O.S. 

A well-known Mexican species, occurring in MM. Sallé’s 
and de Oca’s collections from Vera Cruz, but not previously 
known from Guatemala.—P. L. S. 


6. Cistothorus elegans, Sclat. et Salv., sp. 18. 

I constantly see several pairs of this Wren frequenting a few 
spots on the lake of Dueñas. I have been unable to discover 
the nest, but, as the young are not yet flying about, I may still 
succeed this season. 


7. SALPINCTES OBSOLETUS (Say): Bp. Consp. p. 224. Vera 
Paz (Skinner). In Mr. Gould’s collection. 


8. THRYOTHORUS MACULIPECTUs, Latr., Rev. Zool. 1845, p. 
338. Vera Paz (Skinner). In Mr. Gould’s collection. 


9. THryoTHoRus PLEDROSTICTUS, Sclater, sp. nov. 

Umbrino-brunneus, remigibus extus et cauda tota nigro trans- 
fasciatis ; superciliis a fronte ad nucham distinctis et cor- 
pore subtus albis: lateribus a cervice et crisso nigro late 
transvittatis: rostri plumbei mandibulæ inferioris basi 
albida: pedibus pallide coryhnis: long. tota 5:2, alæ 2'2, 
caudæ 1°8, rostri a rictu ‘85, tarsi ʻ9. 

Hab. in prov. Vere Pacis, reipubl. Guatemalensis. 


Mus. P.L.S. 

An example of this pretty Wren in my collection was kindly 
presented to me by Mr. Gould, by whom it was received from 
Vera Paz through Mr. Skinner. The species is a true Thryo- 
thorus, allied to T. rufalbus, T. albigularis, &c., but easily di- 
stinguishable by its pure white colouring below, broadly and 
regularly banded with black all down the sides. 
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Fam. MNIOTILTIDÆ. 


10. HermıxtTHorAAca PEREGRINA (Wils.): Baird, Rep. 
p- 258. 


Coban. In winter (or immature ?) dress. 


11. BASILEUTERUS BELLI (Giraud): Muscicapa belli, Giraud, 
B. Texas. Basileuterus chrysophrys, Bp. Consp. p. 314: Sclater, 
RZS 1857, p. 202. 

Coban. Previously known from Mexico. 


Fam. VIREONIDA. 


12. Vrreo souitarivs (Wils.): Baird, Rep. p. 340. 
Coban. 


13. ViREOLANIUS MELITOPHRYS, DuBus: Bp. Consp. 
p. 330: Sclat. P. Z. S. 1857, p. 213. 

Coban. This is the first example of this beautiful bird that I 
have seen from Guatemala. It is scarce in Mexican collections, 
one example only having been obtained by M. Botteri, and one 


by Señor R. M. de Oca. 


Fam. HIRUNDINIDÆ. 


14. COTYLE FULVIPENNIS, Sclater, P. Z. S. 1859, p. 364. 

Ducñas, July 17th, 1859. At this season of the year this 
Swallow is common on the open lands and flying about the lake. 
—O. S. 

Recently described from a single specimen in Señor de Oca’s 
collection from Jalapa.—P. L. S. 


Fam. AMPELIDÆ. 


15. Ptilogonys cinereus (Sw.), sp. 59. 

Coban and Volcan de Fuego. 

In the Volcan de Fuego, at an _— of 6000 fect above the 
sea-level, I found this bird abundant in the early part of July. 
In its manner of taking its food it much resembles a Tyrant-bird 
(Tyrannus), but, besides scizing insects in the air, hops about 
the branches, apparently in search of other prey. 
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Fam. CŒREBID-E. 
16. Chlorophanes atricapilla (Vieill.), sp. 62. 


On comparing Guatemalan specimens of this bird with others 
from Trinidad, New Granada, the Upper Amazon, and Cayenne, 
I do not find differences sufficient for the establishment of specific 
separation. 


17. CŒREBA CARNEIPES, Sclater, P. Z. S. 1859, p. 376. 
One specimen only obtained, July 9th : a young male assuming 
the adult dress. 


Fam. TANAGRIDZ. 


18. PITYLUS POLIOGASTER, Dubus. 

Coban. 

Originally described from Guatemalan specimens, but also 
occurring in Southern Mexico. 


19. ARREMON AURANTIIROSTRIS, Lafr. 


Coban. 


20. Phenicothraupis rubicoides (Lafr.), sp. 70. 
Yzabal (June) 2. 


21. CHLOROSPINGUS OPHTHALMICUS (DuBus). 
Coban. 


22. PYRANGA BIDENTATA, Sw. 
Volean de Fuego, alt. 5500 ft. 


23. Ramphocelus passerinii (Bp.), sp. 76. 

This magnificent Tanager is far from uncommon about the 
edges of the forest near Yzabal. The neighbourhood of the 
Campo Santo seems to be a favourite locality. I know of no 
bird that shows itself so brilliantly as it flies from bush to bush. 
At Yzabal it is commonly known as the Arrozero, or Rice-bird. 
The twenty-one birds collected at Yzabal prove, I think, that 
the immediate coast has been comparatively neglected by col- 
lectors, and that the series forwarded from Coban and other 
parts of the department of Vera Paz do not include many inter- 
esting species produced by the districts lying further eastward. 
Of the twelve species procured at Yzabal, only three occur in a 
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collection formed at Coban, which contains over 100 species. 
This surprised me more at first than it does now that I have 
become more acyuainted with the local distribution of the species. 
Yesterday (August 14th) I shot, on the Volean de Fuego, an 
hour-and-a-half’s ride from Dueñas, eight species of birds, of 
which seven were new to my collection. Yet this includes 250 
species, among which are all but one or two of the common 
birds observed about Dueñas. 


24, Tanagra diaconus, Less., sp. 78. 
Dueñas, July 3rd. This is the first time I have noticed this 
bird at Dueñas. It is common on some parts of the coast. 


25. Calliste larvata, Du Bus, sp. 80. 

In the forest surrounding Yzabal this Calliste is commonly 
met with in the month of June, the neighbourhood of the Campo 
Santo being the locality in which I found it most abundant. 
The first morning that I went out I fancied that I saw it, but 
did not succeed in shooting a specimen. However, to make 
sure I was not mistaken, I remained another day, and succeeded 
in obtaining three specimens, and saw others. I found them 
usually in the open parts of the forest, flying about and hopping 
from tree to tree in pairs. I noticed nothing peculiar in their 
ery. It was feeble, but partook of a Fringilline character. From 
the perfect state of the plumage and the size of the eggs in the 
ovary, I am led to suppose that, late in the season as it was, no 
incubation had taken place. 

26. Euphonia affinis (Less.), sp. 82. 

Duenas, July 4. This bird is numerous now, but escaped my 
observation last year. I usually find it feeding on the fruit of a 
tree called the ‘ Amate.’ 


Fam. FRINGILLID A. 


27. SPERMOPHILA CORVINA, Sclater, P. Z. S. 1859, p. 379. 
Common about Yzabal. No. 227. 


28. Guiraca coxcrema (Du Bus.), Bull. Ac. Brux. xxi. 
p 150: Sclat. P. Z. S. 1856, p. 302. 

Yzabal, June 21. Only one specimen (no. 235), seen sitting 
VOL. TI. D 
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on a branch when shot. Hitherto known only from southern 
Mexico. 


29. Hamophila rufescens (Sw.), sp. 96. 
Dueñas (July 18), no. 288. 


30. Chrysomitris mexicana (Sw.), sp. 99. 
Is common everywhere about Ducfias. I found it on my 
arrival. Last year I did not meet with it.—O. S. 


Fam. ICTERID. 
31. Sturnella hippocrepis, sp. 101. 


Dueñas, July 8th. “Still to be met with not uncommonly.” 


—0O. S. 


32. Cassiculus prevosti, sp. 104. 
Dueñas, July 3rd. “ Also observed at Yzabal.”—O. S. 


33. ICTERUS MESOMELAS, Wagler, Isis, 1829, p. 755: 
Sclater, P. Z. S., 1856, p. 301. 

Three immature specimens from Coban seem referable to this 
species, of which I have specimens from Mexico and New Gre- 
nada. One from Dueñas (July 25th) is also immature.—P. L. S. 


34. Icterus affinis, Lawrence : sp. 112. 

In various states of plumage yellow, chestnut, and in transition 
from Dueñas and Coban.—“ Is now (July) numerous about the 
willow-trees. I am quite satisfied that all these specimens be- 
long to the same species, though I somewhat hesitated about 
adopting that conclusion at first. The first time I saw this bird 
at Dueñas was July 17th.” —O. S. 

35. Mororurus ÆænEUs (Wagl.): Sclater, P. Z. S. 1856, 
p- 300. 

A male, but not quite in full plumage, if identical with the 
Mexican bird, and requiring further comparison. “A very 
common species about Dueñas.” —O. S. 


Fam. CORVIDÆ. 


36. Corvus cacalotl, Wagl.?, sp. 114. 
“At this season (the middle of August) this Raven is abundant 
about the plains of Duehas. A few days ago I shot four, 
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whereas, last year, I never was within shot of one. The man- 
ners and habits of this bird are, as might have been expected, 
like those of Corvus corax.” —O. S. 

The single specimen of. this Raven sent is not in good condi- 
tion. It is probably the bird called Corvus cacalutl by Baird 
(Rep. p. 563), if really different from C. carniverus !—P. L. S. 


[Fam. ANABATID Æ. 


37. ANABATES CERVINIGULARIS, Sclater, P. Z. S. 1856, 
p. 288. 
Coban. Known from Mexican collections. 


38. Synallaxis erythrothorax, Sclater; sp. 123. 
Yzabal, June 19. In the dense forest. 


39. Dendromanes anabatinus, Sclater, P. Z. S. 1859, p. 54, pl. 
el. etp. 382: sp. 126. 


Coban. 


40. Sclerurus mexicanus, Sclater, sp. 129. 
Coban. Quite identical with Mexican specimens: not with 
Dr. Hartlaub’s S. guatemalensis. 


4l. DENDRORNIS ERYTHROPYGIA, Sclater, P. Z. S. 1859, 
p. 366. 
Coban. 


42. Picolaptes affinis, Lafr. sp. 124. 

Calderas, Volcan de Fuego, July 25th. Salvin is inclined to 
think this different from P. affinis, which he obtained the year 
before, 4000 feet lower down on the southern slope of the vol- 
cano. It is certainly rather smaller than my Mexican speci- 
mens, and the feet and bill are paler; but it is not quite mature, 
and I should hesitate to consider it distinct. It was obtained in 
the oak-forest.—P. L. S. 


43. GLYPHORHYNCHUS CUNEATUS (Max.) ? 

Yzabal, June 19th. “Shot ascending a tree.” The occur- 
rence of this form here is novel and interesting. I doubt 
whether there is more than one good species of the genus.— 


BLS. 
D2 
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Fam. FORMICARITD 2. 


44. Cercomacra tyrannina, Scelater, sp. 1338. 
Yzabal, June 21, mas juv. in bad plumage. 


Fam. TYRANNID.E. 


45, EMPIDONAX BAIRDI, Sclater, P. Z. S. 1858, p. 301. 
Coban. Previously known from southern Mexico. See ‘ Ibis,’ 
1859, p. 442. 


46. ELAINIA SUBPAGANA, Sp. nov. 

Cinerascenti-olivacea; pilei obscurioris, cristati plumis imtus 
albis: alis caudaque nigricanti-fuscis, tectricibus alarum 
albido terminatis, secundariis olivascenti-albido stricte 
limbatis : subtus pallide flava, gutture cimerascenti-albo, 
pectore et lateribus cineracco indutis: rostro nigro, man- 
dibulæ inferioris basi flavida, pedibus obscure fuscis : long. 
tota 5'8, ale 3:3, caudæ 3'1, tarsi 0'8. 

Hab. in Guatemala. 

Two examples of this bird were obtained by Salvin at Dueñas 
on July 31st. “ In habits and cry this species is very like a 
Myiarchus; indeed for several days I mistook these very birds 
for Myiarchus laurencii, which is common here.”—O. S. 

The present species is certainly a typical //ainia, closely allied 
to E. pagana of South America, the type of the genus, but dif- 
fering in its larger dimensions, more obscure plumage above, 
particularly upon the head, and purer grey throat.—P. L. 8. 


Fam. COTINGIDA. 


47, Lipaucus untRruFus, Sclater, P. Z.S. 1859, p. 385. 
Coban. Described from Boucard’s specimens from Oaxaca ; 
previously sent by Mr. Skinner from Vera Paz. 


48. PACHYRHAMPHUS MAJOR (Cab.): Sclater, P. Z. S. 1857, 
p. 78. 

Coban. 

49. Pachyrhamphus ? 


Coban. A bird of uniform rufous plumage, but with the 
second wing-primary shortened, as in the adult males of this 
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subfamily. It is probably a young male of one of the black 
species—P. polychropterus or P. nigriventris. 


50. Manacus candai (Parz.), sp. 170. 

Yzabal. (218.) This bird is not uncommon. It sits in 
the thick underwood, and is more frequently heard than seen. 
The cry it utters begins with a sharp note not unlike the crack 
of awhip. This is followed by a rattling sound not unlike the 
call of a landrail, from which, however, it differs in being con- 
tinuous and not repeated. 


Fam. CYPSELID-E. 


51. Hemiprocne zonaris (Shaw), sp. 174. 

Ducñas. “This month (August) these Swifts may be seen 
almost every day, but they usually fly high—far out of gun- 
shot. Birds with the collar perfect appear about as numerous 
as those in the plumage of the present specimen” (with the 
collar defined behind, but hardly marked in front.) —O. S. 


52. CHÆTURA RUTILA (Vicill.): Hirundo rutila, Vieill. Nouv. 
Dict. xiv. p. 528: Ene. Méth. p. 534: Hirundo robin, Less. 
Trait. @Orn. p. 270: Chaetura brunneitorques, Lafr. Rev. Zool. 
1844, p. 81. 

(Blate Iil.fig. 16,29.) 

“ Dueñas, July 25th. On this day I observed a considerable 
number of these Swifts flying over the open land near the house. 
Those with the rufous collar proved on dissection to be males ; 
those without, females. I therefore conclude that they belong to 
the same species.”—O. S. 

The occurrence of this beautiful Swift in Guatemala is of 
great interest. I have seen New-Grenadian specimens, but they 
are scarce. M. Robin is said to have discovered it in Trinidad, 
and his specimens, now in the Muscum of the Jardin des Plantes, 
form the types of Vicillot’s and Lesson’s descriptions. Sce 
Pucheran in Rev. ct Mag. de Zool. 1853, pp. 443, 445. 


53. CHETURA 7 


Fuliginoso-nigricans, uropygio et caudæ tectricibus superioribus 
dilutioribus, pallide fuliginosis: subtus pallide fuliginosa, 
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gutture lactescenti-albo, ventre imo crissoque obscurioribus, 
nigricantioribus: rostro nigro, pedibus plumbeis: long. 
tota 13, alee 4°6, caude 2°4, tarsi 0°45. 

Hab. in Mexico et Guatemala. 

An imperfect specimen from Coban transmitted by Salvin 
seems to be referable to this species, of which I have taken the 
characters from two skins obtained by M. H. de Saussure in 
Mexico. The bird is nearly allied to two South American 
species, Chetura spinicauda and C. poliura, but is immediately 
distinguishable by its pure white throat, passing into smoky 
brown on the belly. In C. spinicauda the throat is also whitish, 
but the belly is of a bluish ash-colour, and the uropygium is 
pale cinereous. In the present bird the uropygium and tail- 
coverts are of a pale smoky brown, like the belly. 

It is probable that this Swift may be the Chetura vauai (Baird, 
Report, p. 145) of Western North America, of which I have 
never seen specimens. It seems to agree with the figure of that 
bird, given in the 10th volume of the Pacific R. R. Reports, 
pl. 18.—P. L. S. 


Fam. TROCHILIDA. 


54. Phaethornis adolphi, Gould: sp. 177. 

This is one of the commonest species of the family about 
Yzabal, and, I think, one of the most restless and active of them 
that I have yet met with. It searches the flowers growing froin 
the ground to the height of about four or five feet. 


55. Campylopterus rufus (ess.): sp. 178. 

I saw only one example of this species at Dueñas last year. Now 
it is abundant in all parts, and instead of being one of the rarest 
is one of the most familiar species. There seems to be a slight 
difference in the notes of all the humming-birds that have come 
under my observation, which is more especially noticeable when 
several species frequent the same place. The call-note—if such 
it 1s—of C. rufus is very distinct from those of Thaumastura 
henicura, Amazilia arsinoé, and Cyanomyia cyanocephala, all of 
which are in their turn distinguishable one from another; but 
these differences, pereeptible as they are to the ear, are not 
capable of being rendered intelligible in writing. It appears 


on the Ornithology of Guatemala. 39 


from dissection of specimens that the males only of this species 
have the remarkably strong shafts to the primaries, which are, I 
believe, peculiar to the genus Campylopterus. What habit pur- 
sued by the males and not -by the females necessitates this strange 
feature ? 

The flowers of the Banana (Musa) are much resorted to by 
this bird. 


56. Cyanomyia cyanocephala, sp. 183. 

Last year in a cypress-tree near the house at Duchas a pair 
of these birds built their nest. This year on looking I found a 
branch of the same tree similarly tenanted, the new nest being 
a few yards only from where it was last year. To get at it I was 
obliged to cut away the branch, and, though in falling the nest 
was quite thrown on its side, the eggs, much to my surprise, did 
not fall out. This I afterwards found was owing to the lip of 
the nest, which in its natural state turns in considerably. This 
last week another pair have been building somewhere near the 
house, and the male bird frequently comes while I am preparing 
skins in the corridor and takes picces of cotton almost from 
under my hand. Yesterday afternoon (Aug. 14) Mr. Wyld 
caught it making a descent upon some small object in his room. 
He shut the window and called me. The intruder, who was 
wearied from fluttering against the window, suffered itself to be 
caught. In a very few moments its agitation ceased, and it 
seemed to be taking advantage of its comfortable place in my 
hand to rest from its fatigues, making no attempt to escape. 
Before letting it go I procured a piece of sugar, and dipping it 
in water put it to the tip of its bill. Almost immediately its 
long tongue was employed in sucking up the liquid. On libe- 
rating it, it flew to a tree close at hand, and seemed to take no 
further notice of its late captivity. If its nest is not finished, I 
have no doubt I shali soon see it again seeking the wool. The 
wind produced by the wings of these little birds is considerable, 
as I noticed that while hovering over a large piece of wool the 
whole surface of the wool was violently agitated. This same 
bird makes daily visits to the vases of flowers placed in the 
rooms. 
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57. Delattria viridi-pallens, sp. 188. 
Occurs in company with Petasophora thalassina on the Volean 
de Fuego. 


58. Thaumastura henicura, sp. 191. 

At Duefias the females of this species are much more com- 
monly to be seen than the males. Occasionally, when flying, the 
elongated tail-feathers are stretched to a considerable angle. 

59. Amazilia riefferi, sp. 198. 

60. Amazilia arsinoé, sp. 199. 

Both common in the forest about Yzabal. 4. arsinoé is also 
frequently met with about Dueñas. I never observed it last 
year. As I now find it in one of the spots which I then used to 
visit most frequently, I judge that it is a migrant. 

61. Thaumantias candidus, sp. 200. 

Common on the Atlantic coast-region, about Yzabal, and 
thence one day’s ride into the interior. 


62. Chlorostilbon osberti, Gould. 

A pair of this species resort to the flowers about our house at 
Dueñas. 

One specimen was shot on the Volcan de Fuego at an altitude 
of 5000 fect above the sea-level—the highest altitude at which 
I have yet observed it. 


Fam. GALBULIDÆ. 


63. Galbula melanogenia, Sclater: sp. 205. 


Coban. 
Fam. BUCCONIDÆ. 


64. Bucco pyson1, Sclater, P. Z. S. 1855, p. 193. 
Coban. Discovered by Dyson in Honduras, and accidentally 
omitted from the former list. 


65. MALACOPTILA INORNATA, DuBus, Bull. Acad. Brux. xiv. 
pt. 2, p. 107: Rev. Zool. 1848, p. 249. 
Coban. 


66. MALACOPTILA VERÆ PACIS, sp. nov. 
Ferruginco-rufa, uropygio et cauda unicoloribus, dorso et alarum 
tectricibus maculis triangularibus pallidius rufis et ad basin 
linea nigricante terminatis crebre aspersis ; pileo canescen- 
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tiore, maculis similibus minoribus variegato : frontis plumis 
et mystacibus elongatis albis: lateribus capitis pallido rufo 
striatis: subtus intensius ferruginea, ventre medio cinna- 
momescentiore: rostri nigri mandibula inferiore ad basin 
flavicante : pedibus pallidis : long. tota 7:5, alee 3:4, caudæ 
3-0, rostri a rictu 1:2. 

Coban, one ex. There are examples of a Malacoptila in 
the collection of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Phila- 
delphia, U. S. A., which, according to my notes, agree with this 
bird. They are marked as from Vera Paz. The nearest ally of 
the present species is Lafresnaye’s Malacoptila panamensis, from 
which it may be distinguished by the absence of any flammula- 
tions below. It is also not generally unlike M. mysticalis of 
New Grenada, but is casily distinguished from it by its rufous 


tail.—P. L. S. 
Fam. TROGONIDÆ. 


67. Trogon mexicanus, Sw. sp. 215. 

Volcan de Fuego. The colour of the eyelid of this species, 
both in the male and female, almost exactly corresponds with 
the red colour of the breast in each, that of the male being much 
more brilliant than that of the female, in fact bearing the same 
ratio to it as the colour of its breast to that of the female’s breast. 
It is probable that in many cases the colour of the soft parts 
about the eye, &c., may be determined by reference to some 
portion or portions of the plumage where it is exactly repre- 
sented. In the Trogons this seems eminently the case. A few 
days ago I shot a pair of Trogon caligatus, in which the colour 
of the eyelid of the male was exactly represented by the colour 
of the yellow breast ; that of the female by the fainter yellow 
of its breast. The same is the case with T. puella. I think, 
therefore, that with tolerable safety the eyelids of these American 
Trogons may be said to correspond with the colour of the breast. 
It certainly is true in all cases which I have noticed. As regards 
the theory itself, though of course there must be many excep- 
tions, I may here state that the colour of bare skin round the 
eye of Aulacorhamphus prasinus is exactly repeated in the under- 
tail coverts, that of Ramphastos carinatus in the throat, the blue 
being repeated in the colour of the legs. This practice of re- 
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ferring the colours of the soft parts to the permanent colours 
of the plumage may occasionally be employed with great 
advantage. 

On the 24th July Mr. Wyld and I set out for Calderas, a 
locality in the Volean de Fuego well known to my friend as a 
favourite resort of many birds not found in the lower districts. 
We started at six o’clock in the morning, intending to reach our 
destination at an early hour, but I found so much to attract 
attention on the road, that it was past noon ere we arrived at 
the haunts of the Quesal (Pharomacrus paradiseus), to obtain 
which was the chief object of our ride. Leaving Mr. Wyld to 
make a sketch of a magnificent isolated tree of the celebrated 
Hand-plant (Chirostemon platanoides), I struck up the mountain, 
keeping near to the edge of a deep ravine, or, as it 1s called here, 
“ barranco,” to serve as my guide. What a contrast are these 
elevated forests to those of the coast! The lofty trees, it is true, 
correspond, but how different the vegetation, how different the 
climate! Instead of the incessant noise and buzzing of myriads of 
insects, insect life seems almost extinct, and a dead silence reigns, 
broken only by an occasional gust of wind. It is the region of 
mosses, and every tree, every branch is covered with clustering 
and pendent mosses*. Everything reeks with moisture, the 
sun being shut out from penetrating below by the closing tops 
of the trees. The soil in this region of perpetual damp is of the 
richest quality, its excellence being testified as well by the 
mouldering ranks of the fallen trees as by the luxuriant growth 
of a species of bamboo. It is no easy matter to ascend; the 
fallen trees and the dense jungle of bamboos render the path 
tortuous and difficult ; “ barrancos” too, innumerable sweep the 
mountain on all sides, rendering considerable care necessary to 
keep to the one chosen as the guide. 

One would think that to ascend a mountain and descend 
again were easy enough, and so it is; but to return to the same 
place by the same road is another matter altogether. The forest 
entirely shuts out the view of the surrounding country, and con- 
sequently landmarks are not available. One ravine is exactly 


* Are not these rather epiphytous Tillandsie, belonging to the natural 
family Bromeliacea 2—Ep. 
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like another : they begin and end almost without one being aware 
of it. Nothing is easier than to strike a fresh path and to take 
a new guiding “ barranco,” instead of the one first chosen. 

A wide detour to reach. the horses or a night passed in the 
forest may be the consequence of a mistake. From the com- 
mencement of the lofty trees one seems to be leaving the orni- 
thological world, and few birds are to be seen or heard; but the 
hour of our visit was ill-chosen, the morning and evening being 
the times when the feathered denizens of these forests show 
themselves in greater numbers. It was here, however, that I 
saw Lamprolema rhami, and a little lower down Selasphorus he- 
loise, two species of Humming-birds not easily matehed for 
brilliancy, even by members of their own family. It was here 
that the first specimen of the Oreophasis derbianus was shot, 
Mr. Wyld being present on the occasion. Here oceurs Trogon 
mexicanus, and last, but not least, Pharomacrus paradiseus, the 
emblem of royalty in the times of the old monarchy of Quiché. 
I was not fortunate enough to see this most brilliant of Trogons, 
but in the region here described it certainly does occur, though 
perhaps sparingly. I cannot speak accurately of the elevation 
of this forest, but, if I may hazard a conjecture, I should say 
that Chirostemon platanoides begins to replace the evergreen oaks 
at about 7000 fect above the sea-level, and that the forest where 
that tree forms the most marked feature extends to perhaps an 
elevation of 10,000 or 11,000 fect, it then being itself succeeded 
by pines. 

Fam. CUCULID. 

68. Piaya thermophila, Sclater, P. Z. S. 1859, p. 368: sp. 224. 

Coban and Yzabal. This species has a wide climatie range. 
I have observed it at an clevation greater than that of Dueñas. 
The same remark applics to Geococcyx affinis and Crotuphaga 
sulcirostris. 

69. Coccyzus americanus (Gm.): Baird, Rep. p. 76. N. A. 

Coban. 

Fam. PICT Dai 


70. Centurus pucheranii (Malh.): sp. 235. 
Coban and Yzabal. 
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71. Chloronerpes yucatanensis, sp. 239. 
Coban. Seems to agree with Mexican specimens. 


Fam. PSITTACID 2. 

72. CoNURUS HOLOCHLORUS, Sclater, Ann. and Mag. N.H. 
(1859), ser. 3, vol. iv. p. 224. 

Coban and Dueñas. This Parrot is known as ‘El Chocoyo.’ 
At this season it frequents the patches of Maize (Zea mais), 
which cover the hill-sides, and commits serious damages on the 
crop. It may constantly be seen flying over the plains and 
low country at all hours of the day in flocks varying from two 
birds to twenty or thirty in number. When any large number 
fly together, they usually, I may say almost always, divide them- 
selves into couples, though these do not preserve regular order 


like a flock of Geese.—O. S. 


73. Psirtovivs tovi (Gm.). 

Coban. This little Parrot extends into New Granada. I have 
seen examples from Cartagena, and it occurs in Bogota collec- 
tions. It is readily distinguishable from its near ally Psitt. jugu- 
laris, of the Upper Amazon, by its pale yellow under-wing coverts. 


—?P. L. S. 


74. CHRYSOTIS GUATEMALÆ, Hartlaub, in Mus. Bremensi. 

Chrysotis, sp. 250, Sclat. et Salv. Ibis, 1859, p. 138. 

Lete viridis: pileo cyanescente: primariorum parte terminali 
nigricante: secundariorum pogoniis cxternis ex magna 
parte coccineis, mde purpurascentibus : caudæ vitta lata 
terminali flavicante : rostro corneo, pedibus fuscis: long. 
tota 14°0, alee 9:0, caudæ 4'5. 


Hab. m Guatemala et Honduras. 

Having observed a second specimen of this Chrysotis in the 
Bremen collection, I have been induced to describe it under the 
MS. name given to it by Dr. Hartlaub.—P. L. S. 


Fam. FALCONID-. 


75. Geranospiza cærulescens, sp. 277. 

Found in a forest of low trees near Dueñas. In the stomach 
were remains of a small mammal. Iris burnt-sienna, the outer 
portion being lighter-coloured: legs blood orange: cere black. 
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76. Urubitinga anthracina, sp. 263. 


Dueñas, July, changing from immature to adult plumage. 


Fam. COLUMBIDZ. 


77. Chamapelia passerina: sp. 313. 
I have found nests of this bird both on the ground and ele- 
vated a few feet above it. 


78. SCARDAFELLA INCA, Bp. Consp. ii. p. 85. 

Dueñas, July 19th, g. 

This is the first and only specimen I have met with of this 
Ground-dove at Dueñas. On the coast it is numerous, resembling 
in its habits the common species of this district, Chamepelia 
passerina. 

Fam. ARDEID Æ. 


79. Butorides virescens, sp. 335. 
I have noticed two other species of Heron about the Lake of 
Dueñas, but this is the commonest. 


Fam. RALLIDÆ. 


80. Fulica americana (Gm.), sp. 361. 

A young bird in its first dress. The Coot of the Lake of 
Dueñas appears to be the F. americana, after all, as I have no- 
ticed that the old bird has a spot of the colour of dried blood 
above the white frontal plate. In the young bird the bill is 
vermilion-red with a lighter spot next to the white point on the 
upper mandible. Over the eye is blue, the colour of the eye-ball 
evidently showing through. The legs are brown with a faint cast 
of green.—O. S. 


VI.— The Ornithology of Amoy (China). By ROBERT SWINHOE, 
of H. M. Consular Service. 


As I am about to leave Amoy fora place further down the coast, 
a short notice of the species of birds collected by me on this 
island and its immediate vicinity during a five years’ sojourn 
would perhaps find an acceptable place in ‘ The Ibis.’ 

The position of Amoy and its relative bearings to the main- 


